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Editor 


MUsusippi  Baptist  Disas¬ 
ter  Relief  Task  Force  volun¬ 
teers  are  in  Texas  and  Okla¬ 
homa  helping  clear  debris 
left  bya  severe  winter  storm 


of  ice  that  some  observers 
are  saying  will  go  into  the 
record  books. 

Jim  Didlake,  director 
of  the  Men’s  Ministry  De¬ 
partment  at  the  Missiasippi 
Bap^  Convention  Bomd 

SIBCB)  in  Jackson  and  ooor- 
nalnr  of  the  task  fbnie,  said 
lO  vohinteers  are  in  tile  Del¬ 
tas  area  and  iti  riduimai's  are 


eatimaled  that  as  many  as 
500,000  homes  were  wimout 
dectric^  at  the  height  of  the 
storm.  Tw  would  represent 
one  of  the  largest  outages  in 
the  company's  history,  the 


.'’ij 
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Can  it  happen  at  your  church? 


It  seems  that  mass  casu^  shoot¬ 
ings  —  active  shooter  situations  in 
law  enforcement  terms  —  have  been 
occurring  with  alarming  frequent. 

Yet,  s^  sad  mcidetits  are  nothing 
new.  One  of  the  earliest  recorded  was 
in  1949  when  a  lone  Kuiunan  killed  13 
peo^  in  Camden,  NJ.  Since  that  time 
towns  and  cities  like  Jonedxxo,  Ar.; 
Littleton,  Co.:  Fort  Hood,  Texas;  New¬ 
town,  CL;  arm  Washington,  D.C  are  but 
a  few  of  the  places  whm  the  ughneas  of 
mankind  has  become  apparent. 

The  law  enforcement  ormmunity 
as  wen  as  fire  and  rescue  services  have 
adapted  to  meet  these  threats.  Often  times 
hovmver,  these  incidents  end  as  quiddy  as 
t^  begin.  The  Federal  Bureau  of  Inv^ 
tigation  notes  the  average  active  shooter 
iiKsdent  lasts  leas  than  12  minutes;  37K 
last  less  fiian  five  minutes. 

Thus,  relying  soldy  on  local  law  en¬ 
forcement  to  mitigate  the  situation  may 
not  be  in  your  own  best  interest  Fotty- 
diree  poeent  of  die  time  foe  assailant 
ston  prior  to  the  arrival  of  police. 

Simple  measures  can  ki^  von,  your 
fiiends,  and  your  femily  ahve.  Consider 
foefdlowing: 

B  Mentally  prqtart  youraeff. 
Unless  you  haw  Men  tiaiiiM  to  dd 
with  emergent  situations,  foe  simplest  of 
actions  may  be  diiScuh  to  accomiNish. 

One  moment  vw  may  be  dumping  for  a 
Christmas  or  oirfoday  wnm  suddenly 
gunfire  erupts.  You  caiTt  believe  what  you 
are  seeing  and  hearing.  You  want  to  do 
something...  ^  yiw  mrjcles  wont  react 
The  mind  has  difBcuhy  acci 


Guest  opinion 

with  Dennis  R.  Krebs 


Is  there  anyfoing  in  that  Samsonite  that  is 
worth  your  life? 


U  Aamimtothera  that  nuqf  need 
—  and  Mde.  Assist  othm  nearby 
that  may  need  h^  in  their  escape. 
However,  do  not  nO  victim  to  someone 
ebe’s  rductanoe  to  flee.  Get  out  If  you  are 
trappefo  find  an  office,  doeet  or  class¬ 
room.  Qose  and  lock  the  door,  barricade  it 
with  heavy  furniture  if  necessary. 

Find  somefoing  heavy  to  hide  bdiind.  A 
large  desk  or  heavy  piece  of  equipment  will 
do  nicely.  At  a  recent  mall  shooting,  a  store 
employee  quickly  dosed  the  heavy  gate  at 
foe  entry  to  foe  store  so  the  shooto  could 
not  enter.  Great  thinking! 

■  Keep  youraelf  quiet.  Stay  quiet 
and  silence  your  cellplione.  The  last  thing 
you  need  is  for  it  to  nve  a«m  your  posi- 
tioo.  Shut  off  any  radios  or  Tvs  neaniy 
that  may  draw  the  shooter's  attention. 

■  Can  91J.  Once  you  have  escaped  the 
area  or  haw  barricadM  yourself  in  a  room, 
then  call  911.  Take  a  deep  breath  and  stay 
calm.  Ea^  said  than  done,  but  the  911 
operator  will  need  to  understand  what 
you  are  trying  to  convey.  Your  informa- 
tioa  is  a  monumental  ndp  to  responding 
law  enforcement  and  fire/reacue.  Let  the 


An  abandoned  Christian 


i  continues  for  Naghmeh  Abedini 
and  her  femily. 

Her  husband,  American  Christian 
pastor  Saeed  Abedini,  was  snatdisd 
on  June  12, 2013,  by  Islamic  extrem¬ 
ist  aufoorito  foe  site  of  an 
oiphanage  he  was  helping  to  build  in 
his  natiw  Iran.  Convicted  in  a  kan¬ 
garoo  court  and  sentenced  to  eight 
years  imprisooment  he  has  dis^ 
peared  into  foe  maw  of  that  country’s 
brutal  prison  system. 

Tortaired,  starved,  isolated, 
and  denied  critical  medical 
he  could  well  be  dead  by  foe  fone 
this  eomnientaty  is  puMiahed.  Not 
surprisingly,  the  Islamic  extrem¬ 
ists  in  efaa^  of  Iran  don’t  seem  to 
be  cowed  by  the  U.S.  government’s 
fonid  and  infrequent  references  to 
Saeed’s  dire  situatioo. 

Naghmeh,  who  has  two  small 
childtra  with  Saeed,  has  champi¬ 
oned  her  husband’s  canoe  since  his 
abductioii  in  Iran.  Unfortunately, 
her  government  -  our  govern¬ 
ment— bos  turned  its  bock  on  Saaad 
and  his  femife. 

Testifying  Dec.  12  before  a  U.S.  . , 

House  of  Rqnesentatives  subcom-  j  meid  in  foe  words  of  White  H< 
mittee  of  the  Foreign  Affeira  Com-  '  ilniiuty  nnilnHai  mmilli  advia 
mittee,  Naghmeh  said  of  foe  OQBB  Rhedmtaji^MbmeMliy  be 
administration.  ‘My  husband  ismr  ■  caatdsOK^IktJmiinMm 
fering  because  he  is  a  CliristianJHe.^A|MHtiai»haa£MAeir  own 


PAINPUL  TltTMONY  -  Nagh¬ 
meh  Abedini  taatified  before  a  U.S. 
Congrem  subcommittee  on  Dec. 
12,  describing  her  family's  anguish 
and  sanse  of  abandonment  by  the 
U.S.  government  since  her  hua- 
band,  Ameria9>  ciltean  andOigle 


The  mind  has  difficuhy  accommodating 
radical  change.  CerlainLi'  someone  being 
shot  only  feet  away,  when  ytw  are  pur¬ 
chasing  a  gift,  could  be  oonsiderea  radical 
change.  mentally  piepore  yourself. 
Take  a  second  and  plw’ foe 'Wbat  IT 
game,  b  foere  a  doarnl  the  rear  of  tlir 
store  with  an  exit  sign  rvertopof  it7'niat 
sign  means  foe  door  or  the  ha 
will  lead  to  foe  outskV:  of  foe 

UWhenin 

andnmlNope,  ^ _ 

They  are  not  wDifo  your  fife. 

It  was  surprWng  imtching  videos  of  the 
shooting  inodeol  at  Los  Ang^  Intema- 
tionalAfaiiott  on  November  t  Passengers 
were  tunning  through  the  terminal  dr^- 
gnig  one,  sometimes  two  pieces  of  higgage 
behind  as  they  tried  to  flek  Think  about  It 


anyone  with  you  is  injured. 


Did  you  see  anyone  else  injured  as  you 
attempMtoeacapeorheadtoyourhid- 
ing  place?  How  namy  gunmen  are  there? 
If  you  caught  a  glimpse  of  foe  diooters, 
provide  their  p^uical  description  to  911 
theigfat  weight,  race,  dothins,  etc.).  What 
nin.GrabKkids  they  have,  Eandguns  or 

epeckages  bdiind.  The  FBI  reports  that  in  two  percent  of 
cases  the  shooter  brings  along  improvised 
expiosiw  devices  (lEDs).  Let  the  operator 
know  if  you  heard  an  expioaion  or  you  saw 
the  suspect  canying  any  strange  looking 


Yet.liisowngoveiTmieiit..haadMa-  foatfoeaabij^lttrii  have  a  legal 
doned  him.  Don't  we  owe  it  to  him  aa  bmia  ftir  bemg  it  ahoM 

a  nation  to  stand  im  for  his  human  oMthii^  winch  k  that  we’re  byiim 
rights,  for  hit  freeanm?’  to  resolve  tte  nadear  iaaue,  whufok 

The  abort  answer  k  yea,  on  d  of  great  concern  to  ua,  but  even  aa  we 

thoae  counts.  The  Obama  adminis-  are  doing  that,  it  doesn’t  lessen  our 
tratioo  apparently  doesn’t  agree.  concern  about  other  activities  of  the 

U.S.  Secretary  of  State  John  Kerry,  Iranian  government* 
an  Obama  appouitee,raoentiy  said.  They  are  talkiiig  about  the  life  of 

*I  peraonaDy  raised  the  iaaue  with  an  American  citix^'niey  are  talUiig 

the  (Iran)  Foreign  Miniater  Zaiif  about  the  life  of  an  American  Chris- 

wfaen  I  met  him  very  firrt  time,  tian  pastor.  Th^  drat  care.  What’s 
and  we  have  not  linked  it  directfe  to  one  American  -  one  Christian  — 

the  nudear  issue  because  we  befieve  sacrificed  for  foe  advancement  of 
that  prejudices  them  and  it  abo  greater  kouee? 
preiiidioea  foe  negotiation.'  God  b^  uo,  foot  we  have  arrived 
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CDC  report;  U.S.  abortions  on  decline,  but  not  in  NYC 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Abortions 
are  on  the  decline  in  the  United 
States,  thou^  numbers  remain 
shockingly  high  in  New  York 
City,  according  to  a  federal  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Eiiaease  Control  (CDC) 
report  released  last  month. 

From  2001-10,  the  number 
of  reported  legal  abortions  in 
the  United  States  fell  by  nine 
percent  The  number  of  teenag¬ 
ers  getting  abortions  dropped 


most  significantly,  probably 
due  in  part  to  the  overall  drop 
in  teenage  pregnancies. 

For  that  lo-year  period,  the 
abortion  rate  among  teenagers 
fell  about  30X.  The  six  states 
not  included  in  the  study  bad 
not  provided  data  for  each  of 
the  10  years.  »• 

The  study  used  vohmtaiy  data 
from  44  states.  New  York  City, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia. 


The  number  of  abo.'iions 
in  New  York  City  alone  re¬ 
mains  incredibly  high:  83,750 
in  2010.  That  amounts  to  6^ 
abortions  for  every  1,000 
live  births.  No  other  juri^c- 
tion  approaches  that  high  an 
abortion  ratio. 

Other  city  health  reports 
have  shovm  that  nearly  40%  of 
pregnancies  in  New  Ycak.  end 
in  abortion. 


Also  from  the  CDC’s  New 
York  numbers,  82%  of  abor¬ 
tions  in  the  city  %vere  per¬ 
formed  on  African  American  or 
Hispanic  women. 

The  CDC  authors  noted 
that  the  numbers,  because 
they  are  voluntary,  signifi¬ 
cantly  underreport  abortions 
compared  to  the  more  ftilly 
researched  Guttmacher  In¬ 
stitute  studies.  For  2008,  the 


CDC  reported  825,564  abor¬ 
tions  while  Guttmacher  re¬ 
ported  1.21  million  abortions. 

The  CDC  released  another 
report  Dec.  6  conmiled  from 
its  own  data  as  well  as  outside 
sources  like  Guttmacher  that 
shows,  since  1990,  the  abortioa 
rate  has  fallen  32%. 

Used  by  permission  from 
WORLD  News  Service. 


Human  evolution 
debate  heats  up  with 
discovery  in  Spain 


AMEVHXE.  N.C.  (BP)  -  The 
discovery  of  DNA  evidence  in 
a  cave  in  Spain  is  incongruent 
with  current  theories  of  human 
evolution,  according  to  a  re¬ 
port  based  on  interviews  with 
TClievers  in  Darwinian  evolu¬ 
tion  in  The  New  York  Times. 

The  Times  reported  the 
retrieval  of  ancient  human 
DNA  ^m  a  fossil  that  evo¬ 
lutionists  date  from  400,000 
years  ago.  The  fossil  came 
from  a  cave  in  Spain  where 
28  nearly  complete  skeletons 
have  been  found. 

Since  researchers  believed 
all  of  the  skeletons  were  foom 
the  Neanderthal  speciea,  they 
expected  the  new  fnail  also 
would  be  a  Neanderthal.  To 
their  surprise,  DNA  analysis 
sugge^  tne  fo^l  is  of  Demso- 
van  origin,  a  species  previously 
regarded  as  limited  to  East 
Asia  nearly  4,000  miles  from 
the  cave  in  Spiun. 

Since  it  is  doubtful  that  a 
Denisovan  could  have  traveled 
that  for,  evolutionists  have  no 
explanatian  for  the  presence 
of  a  Denisovan  fossil  among 
the  Neanderthals  of  Western 
Eunm  and  Asia,  according  to 
The  Times’  Dec.  4  report. 

Creation  scientists  from 
a  diversity  of  viewpoints  are 
weighing  in  on  the  matter. 
Georgia  Purdom,  a  molecu¬ 
lar  geneticist  and  associate 
of  Answers  in  Genesis,  be¬ 
lieves  the  fossils  found  in 
Spain  represent  human  de¬ 
scendants  of  Noah's  family 
who  migrated  out  from  the 
Tower  of  Babel  approximate¬ 
ly  4,250  years  ago  and  likely 
became  isolated  from  other 
human  populations. 

Purd^  holds  the  Young 
Earth  view  of  creation  that  the 
earth  was  created  in  six  days 
6,000  years  ago. 

Purdom  docribed  the  mi¬ 
tochondrial  DNA  of  all  these 
species  as  similar  to  modem 
humans  with  only  minor  dif¬ 
ferences,  likely  due  to  their 
isolation  from  numans  outside 
their  group. 

Based  on  genetic  data  alone. 


it  is  unlikely  that  scientists  will 
be  able  to  determine  exactly 
how  the  two  groups,  though 
geographically  far  apart,  are 
closely  relatra.  Both  groups 
have  to  be  descendants  of  No¬ 
ah’s  fomily  since  they  were  the 
only  humans  who  survived  the 
flood,  Purdom  said. 

Ca^  Luskin,  research  00- 
or^nator  for  the  Center  for 
Science  and  Culture  at  Discov¬ 
ery  Institute,  believes  Nean¬ 
derthals  and  Denisovans  were 
human.  The  Discover  Insti¬ 
tute  is  a  proponent  of  Intelli¬ 
gent  Desi^,  which  holds  that 
no  evolutionaiy  process  could 
have  led  to  BSsrm  ssrth 

Luskin  said  evohitMmiats 
are  trying  to  create  an  evo¬ 
lutionary  tree  to  link  mod¬ 
em  humans  with  pre-human 
groups,  but  the  DNA  they  are 
finding  does  not  indicate  that 
modem  man  evolved  from 
non-human  forms. 

AD  of  these  species  look  very 
similar  to  modem  man  and  do 
not  show  any  evidence  of  being 
non-human,  Luskin  said,  not¬ 
ify  ‘Sure,  the  DNA  is  a  little 
different,  but  not  enough  that 
K  indicates  a  different  species.’ 

These  ancient  creatures 
are  so  similar  to  modem 
man,  Luskin  said,  that  if  a 
Neanderthal  was  walking 
down  the  street  today,  he 
would  not  be  noticed.  “The 
latest  find  confirms  only  that 
they  found  another  human 
bone,’  Luskin  said. 

Faade  Rana.  a  biochemist 
and  executive  vice  president 
of  research  and  apologetics 
for  Reasons  to  Believe,  offers 
an  Old  Earth  perspective,  a 
creationism  viewpoint  that  ac¬ 
cepts  the  sdentinc  communi- 
tys  assessment  of  the  Earth’s 
^e.  Rana  said  he  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  Neanderthal  and  Den¬ 
isovan  creatures  were  human. 

’It  is  important  to  under¬ 
stand  when  evohitionaiy  scien¬ 
tists  use  the  term  ‘human,’  they 
mean  something  very  different 
from  what  you  and  I  are  talking 
about  when  we  use  the  term, 
he  said. 


Mtt  i  ING  TOGETHER  —  International  Mission  Board  presidentTom  Elliff  (center)  shares  his 
testimony  during  a  house  church  meeting  In  Havana,  Cuba.  The  group  meats  In  the  home  of 
Denial  GonzAIaz,  pastor  of  McCall  Baptist  Church.  It  is  one  of  60  house  churches  established 
by  the  McCall  church.  (IMB  photo) 


Elliff;  Cubans'  faith  'changed  my  life' 


HAVANA.  Cuba  (BP)  -  The 
recent  storm  took  everyth  by 
silrprise.  It  turned  streets  in  Ha¬ 
vana,  Cuba,  into  rivers,  lifting 
manhole  covers  on  water  bub¬ 
bling  from  drainage  pipes  un¬ 
able  to  contain  tbe  surge  racing 
totbesea. 

In  Vuehas,  180  miles  to  the 
east,  rural  roads  turned  to  mush, 
making  it  impossible  to  travel 
from  surrounmng  villages  into 
tbe  city  for  tbe  constitiition  of 
nine  new  churches. 

The  Cuban  church  is  resil¬ 
ient,’  said  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  president  Tom  El¬ 
liff  during  his  first  visit  to  the 
island  nation  this  December.  “It 
is  like  the  Royal  Palm  (a  qrmbol 
of  the  island),  which  jettisons  its 
fronds  when  a  major  storm  rakes 
the  land  and  can  bend  horizontal 
to  the  ground  and  still  survive.’ 

Revolution  in  1959  moved 
Cuba  from  a  dictatoi^p  to  so¬ 
cialism.  Its  economy  fohered 
during  the  transition.  There 
were  hard  times.  People  strug¬ 
gled.  Churches  were  oosed  aim 
pastors  imprisoned. 

There  was  a  time  'it  looked 
like  evading  was  over,’  said 
Hermes  Soto,  rector  of  the  Bap¬ 


tist  Senvnary  in  Havana.  In 
1965,  the  majority  of  tbe  pas¬ 
tors  were  imprimned.  A  large 
number  of  seminary  students 
and  ^oung  church  leaulers  were 
put  in  rcMucation  camps.  Soto 
spent  five  years  in  a  labor  camp. 

Despite  the  crisis,  the  church¬ 
es  remained  open  under  lay 
leadership.  Even  in  these  hard 
times,  Cuban  Baptist  commit¬ 
ment  to  international  ifliSkions 
remained  strong  and  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  mrtiapate  in  the  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  ^ristmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions. 

In  1991,  the  Cuban  constitu¬ 
tion  was  changed  to  make  dis¬ 
crimination  based  on  religious 
bdief  unlawful.  The  government 
was  still  reticent  to  allow  con¬ 
struction  of  new  church  build¬ 
ings  but  officials  said,  “Open 
your  homes.’ 

“Then  the  churches  woke 
up,’  Soto  said.  ‘We  had  to  dis¬ 
cover  how  to  react  in  response 
to  this  miracle.’ 

From  1960-90,  Cuban  Bap¬ 
tists  started  28  churches.  From 
1990-93,  they  started  28  more. 
After  1993,  the  number  exploded 
in  a  chui^  planting  movement 
.seen  in  few  other  parts  in  the 


world.  Today,  an  estimated  9(X) 
churches  and  6,500-pius  mis¬ 
sions  and  house  churches  can  be 
found  across  the  island.  Cuban 
Baptists  are  sending  missionar¬ 
ies  to  other  parts  of  the  world. 

“I  founo  it  surprising,  al¬ 
most  shocking  to  find  some  of 
the  greatest  eimressions  of  faith 
within  100  mites  of  the  United 
States,’  Elliff  said. 

He  proposes  an  expanded  re- 
lationsnip  between  Cuban  and 
Southern  Baptists.  The  thing 
that  astonish^  me  is  how  much 
they  have  to  teach  us,  not  how 
much  we  have  to  teach  them. 

“We  can  benefit  from  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  their  undying  faith... 
the  stren^  of  their  faith.  They 
can  benefit  from  our  resources... 
our  years  of  history  in  missions. 
T<«ether,  we  could  be  a  powerful 
in^ence  for  Christ  throughout 
the  entire  world.’ 

Sitting  with  men  who  God 
rescued  from  the  most  difficult 
of  situations  and  seeing  how 
they  have  moved  on  from  there 
had  a  profound  effect  on  Elliff. 
“It  has  changed  my  life.  I  will 
not  view  the  Christian  faith  the 
same...  ever  again.’ 
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.) 


across  our  lives  again  <ind  remind  us  of 
the  great  gift  of  God’s  love  pulsating  in 
our  preseiKe  amin.  Em^,  meaning¬ 
less  —  hardly,  for  when  the  wiixl  Mows 
with  God’s  presence  moving  among  us, 
the  story  of  God’s  invasion  m  Bethkhem 
comes  to  life. 

Li^t  is  also  needed.  Whenyou 


Deflated 


the  spotlit  of  His  love  was  shining  on 
Jesus,  His  Son.  Without  that  light  your 
(Suisbiias  a^  iny  Christmas  would  be 

riles  of  paper, 
from  work  and 


greatest  thing  that  could  ever  happen  at  aiw  tneamngl^  days 

this  Christmas  Season  is  not  a  gift  to  be  school.  But  wim  that  L„ - ,  „ 

bought  or  given  and  not  for  us  to  gather  vvorld  comes  alive  with  God’s  presence 

and  just  sing  songs  and  tell  a  story  that  at  and  His  saving  love, 
times  may  seem  stale  to  us.  CHi,  no!  Not  Cluistmas  is  not  just  some  piles  of 

when  that  wind  comes.  plastic  in  a  front  yard.  Atitsdrapest 

The  wind  of  God  fills  our  lives,  tneaning,  it  is  the  incredible  life  of  God 

reshapes  our  existence  and  pumps  our  living  in  us  throi^  Jesus  Chr^  by 
hearts  full  to  overflowing  with  Gm's  whida  the  world  is  able  to  see  that  He  is 
love.  When  that  wind  blows  among  us,  the  Light  of  the  world.  We  are  the  light 
the  most  ancient  of  Christinas  Car^  bearers  in  this  wculd.  Merry  Christmas 
become  a  livii^  breathing  point  of  com-  to  you  and  may  the  wind  of  God  blow 
•  upon  your  heart  and  the  IniUiance  of 

God’s  light  shine  upon  your  path. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions^mb<A.org. 


that  is  over  2000  years  old  suddmily 
stands  im  and  marches  almost  with  the 
sound  01  thunder  in  our  hearts  to  walk 


‘Reading  Music:  Rl^Km 
and  Pitch’  course  offered 
across  state  in  January 


JACKSfM,  hto.  (Special)  —  January  ing  Music:  Harn 
the  third  of  eight  courses  of-  and  Hymns  for 
fered  at  five  locations  in  Mississippi  Your  Music  Mini 
sponsored  the  Church  Music  De-  Resources;  and  Cl 
partment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  The  courses  ai 
ConyentKm  Board  (MBCBh  in  coop-  vide  basic  traini 
eration  with  the  Providence  Learning  music  directors  ai 
Cento  of  New  Orleans  Seminary.  ers  in  churdto.  I 

Dk.T!if  Musk:  eight  courses  mee 

Mythm/ntch,  will  meet  once  a  week  with  each  course  1 
for  two  hours  for  eight  consecutive  length.  Saturday  k 
weeks  (the  Brookhaven  location  meete  cycle  of  c 

on  Saturday)  at  the  following  locations  over  a  two-year  n 
and  timn:  indepe^nt  and 

■  First  Church,  Cleveland,  begin-  Each  student  who 
ning  January  13  (6-8  p.m.).  Alan  Berry,  courses  earns  a 

.  Provideiice  Learn 

■  nrst. Church,  Manon,  beginning  Orleans  Seminary, 
^n^iy  13  (6:30-8:^  p  m  ).  Buddy  There  U  a  oito 
McH^’  teacher  (601)  938-8668.  of  $25.00.  The  t 

■  Easthaven  Church,  Brookhaven,  is  $100.00.  A  $6 
^ni^  January  18  (9-11  a.m.).  Mark  available  for  all 
Hamihon’  tmher  (601)  835-6607.  StudenU  already  e 

■  Rrst  Church,  Booneville,  begin-  ble.  The  grant  is  li 
ning  January  14  (6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Lu- 
Anne  Ford,  teacher,  (662)  728-6272. 

■  Handsboro  Church,  Gulfport,  be¬ 
ginning  January  13  (7-9  p.m.).  Louis 
White,  Teacher,  (228)  860^16. 

The  eight  courses  are  Basic  Con¬ 
ducting;  Worship/Worship  Planning 
Reading  Music;  Rhvthm/ntch;  Read 


Fir*  s*v*r*ly  damag**  First  Ckarch.  Mag** 

k  IhoXn  Ministo,  First  Church,  Magee, 

fire  earfo  •  d-v-Meting 

on  routine  oatrnl  riiu-n  Dar^mber  11.  A  Magee  policeman 

4'07  a  m  Quick  Plhced  a  call  to  dispatchers  at 

and  Mend°nhtll  ?h*!  ^  'I"  from  Magee 

actual  fire  was  contsir..^  ?**'’’*8*  being  more  extensive.  While  the 
Me  was  ew^ns^^r  in  **’•  smoke  dam- 

was  able  to  havaM/WH*^*  5*"®*“*^  *6e  building. The  church 

Md  ^Ment  F'tnily  Life  Center 

Buddy  Keyes,  pastor.  (pITofo  byS  Mirt^nf'" 


Telephone:  (6oi)  292-3276  or  toll  free 
o^ide  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
276.  E-mail:  smurphy^mbcb.org. 
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MS  POSITIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Fine!  i(  in  lh<‘  Ont*  v\h«)  is  the  uav,  truth,  and  lile. 

Sim|)l\  >h.irr  tin-  tollowin^  pr.ucr  v\ilh  (,(i(t 
in  \our  o\\ n  words; 
I.  tord,  I  admit  that  I  nrod  \ou.  It  lia\r‘  siniu'd.l 
2.  I  want  lorj>i\ ent'ss  lor  mv  sins 
and  Irccdom  Irom  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
i  {.  I  helieve  |esus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive-  nn  sins  and  to  restore 
mv  relationship  with  vou. 
II  Irelieve  in  jesiis.) 
W.  By  faith,  I  invite  )esus  (  hrisi  into  mv  life, 
fime  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
Him.  (I  receive  C  hrisi  as  mv  Savierr  and  lord.) 
to  Ihrm  hr  ij.ii  e  l/ie  rit;hl  to  hvi  o/iie  < 


t  rom 


hiltirt  ii  of 

*  Gof/.  even  to  thoso  x\ho  hrlioxo  in  hi\  ii.xnif.  '  '/o/io  It  2! 
Ii  vou  make  a  dec  ision  lor  (  hrisi  lodav.  <  ontac  t  a  toe  al  Southern  KaplisI  <  Imre  h 

lor  spiritual  guidance. 


Forty-Nine  Years  and  Counting! 


idraewstoa  EutyoatfaeConmiiMioiivva 
idanActioo  wise  in  adopting  this  statement 
that  rin»  loud  and  tnietiD  this 
wthdayin  day. ‘'Itisav«elHmown6Kt 

piBaptist  among  Baptists  that  no  group 


SMn  was  let^  incDiporated  as 
Ihe  Miasiasippi  Baptist  Chiistian 
Action  Comimasion,  a  501-C3 
non-ptnfit  rehgiocis  caganiza- 
tion.  At  this  time  the  areas  of 
woric  and  concern 
^  tnefaded  topics 

such  as,  alcohol  and 
drugs,  church-state 
relaiiana,  eSuiatian 
citizenahip,  Christian 


over  the  past  12  years.  It 
bout  tiuee  years  to  get  cxir 
tors  to  approve  this  tag. 

I  see  a  young  child  aiSine 


siott  What  was  once  an  idea  upon  the  n^idsa^ 

and  a  vision  became  a  reality.  hearts  of  membos  of  L  ^ 

Mcmy  monllM  of  pnyer,  a  local  congiegation  ft  ** 

planning  and  (hscuasionwem  and  the  group  acts 

^idefiiiiw  the  scope  of  wotlc  cnHsownvohtion  W§ 

for  am  Deem  createa  arm  of  that  any  particular  .^Rln 

^**"^5,  group  action  can  be 

>^>^-<l-f3ailcHenaleywaB  taken.  The  apirit 

officianyelectedtobeoometfae  aftheworicaftfae 

oonuniaaian'a  first  Executive  OuMhui  Action  "'7^ 

Ditecter.  He  served  until  eaaly  CanmiaaiouiBoneaf 

gmiiineooiioernfiir 
Paul  Griffin  Jonain,  fanner  areabaticuiproach 

^lUTnanofthe  Dept  of  Biblical  to  putting  to  principles  of  duiat 

phidies  of  East  Texas  University  into  action  in  moral  choices  by 

uiConuneroe,  Texas,  became  the  indivichialChrMansandby 
Commisann's  secxxid  Executive  churches...' 

Director-Treasurer,  serving  until  On  Aprfl  4.  loftr,  the  r/mmi.- 

retirement  m  1999. 


TIiATOtA  MPrar  church,  TUA-  MHr-IMYDUlHMaraRnUOlM 
TOtA  m,  VALOaUSHA  ASMCU110N,  IWM  kt  CUMiy  BRM  ClwA  Mt  Riuti 
«  SBKMO  A  »W0CAT10NAL  MMK  Cgsn«ntl>O.BBaeR*nMS3aM3 

MHECTOR.PlMMiindi«a»wilDTinota  — -  - 

BuiMaiuicti:Ani.MMlcStKt)Caiiml- 

lM  .P.O.BQx101.TMta.MS3S861  y«MP«.  M  ■  IffiqHO  A  FUU  TUg 
jm,,..  _  PAiTOR.  SmI  lawn •  to  Rnl  BanlH 

m  HMMWAYIIHNACCGPTIHGRE-  " 

SUMCS  FOR  THE  FORITIOH  OF  FUU  ■  *  _ 

TRK  FARTOR.  FISTO  nnd  rawnt  >**1  lAFTKT  CHURCH  OF  UTARTIA 
to  TiMly  a^fUt  ctwich.  35  TiMy  RO..  •  FRATMO  AM)  lEARCMNO  FOR  A 


Porter  serves  as  executive 
director-treasurer the  Mis- 
sissii^BcptistCJoTstian  Action 
Commission.  He  can  be  contact¬ 
ed  at  601-39^3332  or  ^ffmrter^ 
christianactionxsjm. 


Bmn(lon.MS  39047 

1-800-4634348 


NORRIS  BOOKBMOMG  CONFANY.  MC.. 

WivweiMnnrFcrmaiAMnlta^  FYV”**”"  OwWi <wnl Don t RAi 

Satoan  M1.9K-2082  Al  Am  mma- 
ae2453-742«orlMuaH5K-45547«3  ^  aWlim, 

HBDfiJCRG  STAMB)  OIASS.  Mindtor  mtol  t  im.Kian  t  •unreoim. 
OtsiQn  fiMtncatan  I8p88  F8x  8u88ibi)n8  to  p8io  oovtfi,  tffctrt  foofn  oOiMoni. 

e01-Mi796t  Of  at  t00-3ea-2705  imxxaq^silr  _ 

NMDOW  AND  SCRrat  SHOF  -  MiWM  OCT  TIC  BEST  RATES  ON:  Hn» 
MtooimnidoiMliUltoRyaronnns  ^  inainnet  and  Ma<>ciii  Smilmnto  Cal 
nawandmrioaanaaKtiaaciaanotoaaaana  lA0O44iAl96armaw«mTumarlnauan- 
Cal1dmCaokS01-70»A8'’9  caOntnacom 
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Just  for  the  Record 


The  children's  choir  of  •OOOWfATEII  CHURCH.  IMEEHAN,  presented  the 
musical  Star  of  Wortder  Dec.  8.  Sandy  Johnson  and  Amy  Rosers,  leaders. 


The  Young  at  Heart  of  FLOlWOOO  CHURCH,  FLOWfOOO,  toured  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Go^mor's  Mansion. 


CHURCH.  LAUDERDALE 
•••pcIATIOH.  recently  held  a  baby  dedication 
rar  ^ett  Walker  Tanner.  Shown,  front  row,  are 
Kaidence Young,  Karlee  Young,  and  CooperTan- 
'’®'*'>T'’*vTanrter,  Kassidy  Termer,  Rhett 
Walker Tanrter,  and  J.  David  Cates. 


^QAs  of  HRET  CHURCH,  FOTTR  CAIflR,  attended  the  Mothe^Daughter 
wteekend  at  Garaywa  Camp  and  Confsrenoe  Cartter  Nov.  16  - 16. 


O^ren  from  CALVARY  CHURCH 
Christmas  party. 


VICKSRURQ.  are  shown  enjoying  their 
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Just  for  the  Record 


in  other  Church  News: 

>  Stronsliop*  Church, 
WcMon,  is  presenting  a  live  na- 
tiviw  Dec  20  -  22,  5:30-7  p.m. 
at  tne  Stronghope  Cmnmunitv 
Ballpark. 

>■  Psiahatchis  Church, 
Patahatehia,  will  host  Danny 
Funderburk  in  concert  Dec.  29, 
6  p.m.  Love  ofiering. 

>-  Shiity  Fhst  Church, 
Whistlar  Community,  VMayna 
County,  win  host  The  Singing 
Echoes  in  concert  Jan.  3, 7  p.m. 
Love  ofiering. 

>  Nashoba  Church,  Union, 

win  observe  a  candlelit  ser¬ 
vice  Dec  25, 6  p.m. 

>  Hrst  Church,  Psatl,  is 
hosting  a  New  Year’s  Eve  gospel 
sinpng  Dec  31,  7  p.m.,  Mtur- 
inglbe  Men  of  Mus^Tim  Frith 
and  Gospel  Echoes,  ‘The  Revela¬ 
tions,  and  Jason  Ruimds.  Free. 


Tho  chikhan  of  SCUIAH  CHUNCH.  DCCJKTUII,  prsssntsd  a  Christmas  pisy  sntWsdThs 
Rowrsr  of  thd^ioly  Night  Dsc  8.  Dirsctors  wars  Brands  Bynum,  Dixia  Rivars,  artd  Nikki  Hawkins. 

Tha  childran  and 

thair  iaadars  of  T 

NTT.  PISGAH  I 

CHURCH. 

CARROLLTON, 
anioyad  a  pic- 

tura  with  Santa  yw 

and  Mrs.  Ciaus 
Dac.  1,  and  aiso 
anjoyad  a  of 

i^ary  makirtg  t^n 

with  Joyce  Huff. 

Lanny  Haley, 


m 

i 

m 

M 

m 
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Obamacare  abortion  mandate  explained  as  fight  drags  on 


°PPO»- 
oouit  w3l 


Editor's  note:  FtiBowing  is 
provided  by  tfie  Ediks  ana  Re¬ 
ligious  UJoertu  Commission  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
in  Nashvitte,  arid  distributed  by 
Baptist  Press. 

WASMNGTON  (BP  and  local 

ropofta)  —  The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  ha*  agreed  to  bear  a  pair 
of  caaes  that  challenge  the  HHS 
mandate  requiring  most  pri¬ 
vate  compai^'  msuiance  to 
provide  coverage  for  contracep¬ 
tives  and  abortifadents  (dru^ 
that  induce  abortions). 

The  Obama  adminiatraticn 
asked  the  Ugh  court  to  review 
the  issue  after  a  federal  appeals 
court  in  Colorado  fotpid  in  tsvor 
of  Hobby  Lobby,  an 
based  crafts  ftandiise 
es  the  mandates., 
combine  the  Hobby 
with  leaser-loiown  case  imniving 
Conestoga,  a  Pennsviyania  com¬ 
pany  that  lost  eaiheroids  for  rebef 
man  the  mandate. 

These  are  amxig  the  ouestioos 
people  are  asking  about  ttM  issue: 

Q:  What  is  das  contraceptian 
mandate? 

Ai  As  psrt  of  the  Aflbrdable 
Care  Act,  me  universal  health  in¬ 
surance  rrfonn  passed  in  2010 
(often  referred  to  as  ObamacareX 
an  group  health  plans  must  now 
pnwide  at  no  coat  to  the  recmient 
oectein  “paevotM  stevVoes.*  The 
lite  of  asrtifsa  mandaSwt  W  ths 
federal  Department  of  Healm  and 
Human  Swvioas  (HHS)  indudn 
steriliaatiati,  oontnoeptives,  and 
aboftifecient  drugs. 

Q:  (f  this  mandate  is  from 
2010,  whu  are  we  toBdng  about 
itinaoty 

Ai  On  Jan.  20,  2012,  the 
Obama  administntioa  an¬ 
nounced  tiiat  it  would  not  espand 
tite  enemptinn  far  this  mandate 
to  indude  religious  schools,  col- 
fegsB,  hospitals  and  charitable 
service  oigsniations.  Instead,  the 
adminfetrstioti  ineteU  extended 
the  deatftinr  far  religioas  notms 
who  do  not  already  nu  wi&n  m 
existinanannw  exemptiao  so  that 
they  have  one  mote  year  to 
comply  or  drop  hedtfa  core  insur¬ 
ance  coverage  far  their  emplsyees 
altogether  aid  incur  a  hefty  fine. 

Q:  Is  there  a  reUgious  exeiiip- 
tionfrom  the  mandate?  If  so,  uAo 
quatifiesfrr  the  exemption? 

A:  Aaxirding  to  the  Washii^- 
ton,  D.C -based  Becket  Fund  for 
Religious  Liberty,  which  is  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Southern  BapM 
Convcnhofi's  GuideStooe  Finan¬ 
cial  Resources  in  one  of  the  suits 
and  is  described  on  its  web  site  as 
a  non-profit  public-interest  legal 
and  education  institute  with  a 
rnission  to  protect  the  free  expres¬ 
sion  of  aU  biths,  there  is  a  ‘reU- 
pous  employer’  exemption  from 
the  mandate  but  it  is  extremeh' 
narrow  and  will,  in  practice,  oowr- 
veiy  few  religious  empkners. 


The  exemption  m^  cover  cei^ 
tain  chut  dies  and  religious  orders 
that  inculcate  religious  values  ‘as 
[their]  purpose’  and  which  pri¬ 
marily  employ  and  serve  those 
who  share  thor  faith,  blany  re¬ 
ligious  ofganitetions  indudmg 
hospitals,  diaritafale  service  01^ 
ganizatiaas,  and  schools  cannot 
meet  this  definitian.  They  win  be 
forced  to  choose  between  covers 
ing  drua  and  services  oonbaiy  to 
their  rngious  beUefa  or  cease  to 
offer  healm  plans  to  their  employ¬ 
ees  and  >*>cur  substantial  fin(& 

“Not  even  Jesus’  miiusliy 
would  inalife  far  this  exempliou,^ 
the  Berttet  Puixl  notes,  ‘hecauae 
He  fed,  healed,  served  and  taught 
non-Christiaiis.’ 

(%  Doesn't  the  mandate  (Xi4/ 
appq/  to  rdkfious  organaations 
that  receive Jedercdfimding? 

A:  No.  The  mandate  applies  to 
relitpaus  employers  even  if  they 
receive  no  federal  ftmding 

When  did  the  govermnent 
begm  requiring  employer  insur- 
anoe  programs  to  pay  for  oontra- 
ceptwes? 

Ai  According  to  the  Becket 
FuntL  the  trerid  toward  state- 
mandbted  contraceptive  cov¬ 
erage  in  emplom  heakh  in¬ 
surance  plans  began  in  the 
mid-1990s  and  was  acoalerated 
fay  the  decision  at  Craigresa  in 
1998  to  gianiaeaa  ertraeantiva 
covery  to  empiqyees  of  the 
federaTiaDvemmem  through  the 
Federal  Employees  Health  Ben¬ 
efits  Program  (FEHBP). 

After  FEHBP,  the  largest 
employer-insurance  benefits 
program  in  the  country,  set  t^ 
precedent,  the  privite  sector 
followed  suit,  and  state  legisla- 
tares  began  to  make  such  cover¬ 
age  maiidatory. 

Qi  Why  is  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  dictating  diatujntrooeptwes 
should  be  covered  by  insurance? 

Ai  In  2000,  die  federal  Equal 
Employinent  Opportimity  Com- 
miaaioo  issued  an  opiiBOo  stating 
that  the  refiaal  to  cover  comra- 
ceptives  in  an  employee  prtacrip- 
tion  health  plan  coiutituted  gen¬ 
der  dacrimmatioo  in  violation  of 
the  Pregnancy  Discrimination  Act 
(PDA).  kw  was  adopted  by 
Congress  in  1976  in  response  to  a 
Supnane  Court  decision  hokfa^ 
thrt  an  employer's  selecthe  refus¬ 
al  to  cover  pregnancy-related  dis¬ 
ability  was  not  sex  disctimination 
within  the  meaning  of  Title  VD, 
the  primary  federal  law  address 
irig  enrnfayment  discrimination. 

AstneBedcettPlindnat^'AI- 
thou(fa  this  opinion  is  not  faindfag 
on  federal  courts,  it  is  influenti^ 
since  the  EEOC  is  the  government 
body  duuged  with  enhxcii^  TWe 
Vn.  This  opinion  led  to  many 
lawsuits  against  non-iekgious 
employers  who  lefiiaed  to  cover 
preacnption  contraceptivea* 

The  federal  district  courts  have 
split  over  the  issue  of  whedier  the 


PDA  requires 
vide  contr 


to  pto- 

acntian.  The  onK  fed¬ 
eral  court  of  qipeals  to  andress 
the  issue  held  that  the  PDA  did  not 
iiKlude  a  contraceptive  mandate. 

Q:  What  about  the  First 
Amendment  protections?  Isn't 
such  a  requirement  inherently 
unconstitutional? 

Ai  In  Enmloyment  Division 
o.  Shttfft,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
ruled  that  the  First  Amendment’s 
free  exerdse  dause  ‘does  not  re¬ 
lieve  an  individual  of  the  obbga- 
tion  to  comply  with  a  'valid  and 
neutral  law  of  general  mplica- 
bility,’’  simply  because  law 
proKsibes  (or  prescribes)  con¬ 
duct  that  bn  rmgion  presaibes 
(orproscribesX’ 

^xx>ding  to  the  Becket  Fund, 
this  means  tibe  fact  that  an  act 
inftinges  on  the  religious  beliefa 
or  regulate  the  relinouaiy  moti- 
vatea  policies  of  a  rriigious  insti- 
tution  does  not  necessarily  make 
the  law  unconstitutionaL 

Qt  Doesnt  this  seem  to  be  pri- 
marSy  a  Catholic  issue? 

A:  Na  Although  the  Catholic 
Church  has  been  the  most  vocal 
opponent  of  the  mandate,  many 
Protestant,  Jewnh,  and  Muslim 
leaders  also  oppose  Ae  mandate. 
In  fact,  several  evangelical  lead¬ 
ers  haw  called  on  evaaigelicals  to 
stand  with  Catholics  in  civa  dfa- 

and  religious  leaders  signed  a 
statement  by  the  Beckett  Ptind 
erolainiiig  why  the  mandate 
is  ^lnacceptable.’ 

Qs  I  don't  oppose  contracep¬ 
tives,  to  why  should  I  oareabcKa 
this  issue? 


Ai  There  ate  turn  reasons  that 
aD  Christians,  reganfleas  of  their 
view  on  conliaueptives,  should  be 
conoented  about  this  mandate. 

The  first  reason  is  becauae  it 
farces  Chriatians  to  pay  far  abor- 
tioo-indudng  drugs.  The  pdk^ 
currendyrequiresooverageofUli- 
priatal  (marketed  as ‘eBO.  wfaich 
is  chemicafly  siinilar  to  the  abor¬ 
tion  drug  RU-486  (mifqxistone) 
and  has  UK  same  effect  to  prevent 
embryos  from  being  inqilanted 
or,  it  already  implanted,  to  die 
feom  lack  of  nutrinon. 

Additiooalh,  RU-486  also  is 
being  tested  for  possible  use  as 
an  ‘emergency  oontraoqitiw’  to 
be  admirartered  in  Ihe  dio>s  after 
unproterted  sex  to  prevent  a  far- 
tilited  egg  feom  developing.  If  the 
FDA  approves  it  for  that  purpose, 
it  win  automatically  be  mduM 
under  the  mandate. 

TTk  aec(^  reason  is  that  it 
restricts  rdigious  liberty  by  forc¬ 
ing  religiaus  institutioos  to  pay 
for  contraceptives  and  abor&- 
dents  even  if  the  employer  has 
a  religious  or  moral  otjectioo  to 
sudi  practices. 

(ft  Whde  it  rnay  be  a  pro-life 
concern,  why  is  it  a  religious  ah- 


erty  issue  for  me  since  I  support 
die  use  of  contraception? 

A:  If  dK  mandate  is  allowed  to 
stand,  it  will  set  a  precedent  that 
the  govermnent  can  oof  only  force 
citizens  to  violate  their  most  dear¬ 
ly  hdd  beliefa  but  that  we  can  M 
sanctioned  fior  refusing  to  do  sa 

As  John  Leo,  a  writer  and  se- 
nior  fdlow  at  Manhattan  In¬ 
stitute  for  Policy  Researdi  in  New 
Yofk  City  has  noted,  to^  it  is 
contraceptives  and  abortifadents, 
but ‘down  the  road  it  win  be  about 
suidde  pdls,  genetic  engineering, 
idxxtion.  and  mandatory  abor¬ 
tion  trainmg,  tranagender  opera¬ 
tions,  and  a  whole  new  series  of 
morally  probfematic  procedures 
about  to  come  over  the  norizoa’ 

As  Leo,  a  farina  syndicated  col¬ 
umnist  far  U.S.  News  and  World 
Report  magarine,  has  recounted, 
a  (kthclic-iun  CaBfatnia  hospital 
was  sued  because  it  refused  to  pei^ 
farm  breast-enfargement  surgoy 
on  a  transgendered  patient  The 
state  court  ruled  the  noapital  hoi 
violated  the  state’s  anti-diacrimi- 
nation  laws.  Caving  unda  litiga¬ 
tion,  the  hospital  $200,000 
to  the  tranagoidered  man. 

(^.Didnt  the  (foasna  adminis¬ 
tration  offer  a  compromise? 

As  In  response  to  the  oon- 


cenis  of  rdigious  oiganizatxms, 
Obama  ofifeied  a  ‘conqjrcnnise’ 
in  which  be  proposed  that  insur¬ 
ance  companies,  instead  of  rdi¬ 
gious  institutions,  be  required  to 
cova  procedures  and  products 
that  thm  find  objectionam  at  no 
cost  in  tneir  insurance  policies.  In 
otha  words,  the  insura  would  be 
required  to  provide  the  services 
*fiee  of  charge’  and  pty  for  them 
outofthdrownpod^ 

As  economist  Steve  Lanfiorg 
has  noted,  the  proposed  compro¬ 
mise  does  not  re^  change  tiK 
fact  that  the  religious  en^loyers 
are  stiB  being  forced  to  P^  fix' 
contraceptives  and  aborti&aents: 

"[AID  economists  _  unda- 
stand  that  tranafaning  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  from  employers  toft 
insurers  amounts  to  tninfening 
the  cost  fium  [insurers]  to  insur¬ 
ance  buyers,  which  is  to  sm  that 
it’s  not  a  diuige  in  policy.  One  of 
the  first  and  most  important  les¬ 
sons  we  teach  our  students  is  wefl 
summarized  by  a  slogan:  *rhe 
eoooomicburdoiofataxisiixle- 
pend^  of  the  legd  burdem’ 

‘Ditto  for  a  mandated  insur¬ 
ance  purchase.  It  is  not  the  law, 
but  tne  underiying  price-sensi¬ 
tivities  of  buyers  aM  sellers  that 
determines  where  the  burden 
ultimatety  falls.  Your  president 
knows  this.  He’s  banking  that 
you  don't’ 
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TRB  Z  SRFM  IPTI  IPJK  PFTLFWI  CF 
THMTXW:  GKI  GFATKWF  JD  IPF  OFJOHF 
•PZAP  WITRB  GX  Z  WTZB  ZI,  IPTI  IPFX 
CTX  GFHZFNF  IPTI  IPJK  PTWI  WFRI  CF. 
QJPR  FHFNFR:  DJLIX-IMJ 
Clue:  D~F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  yowBibkknotul- 

tdge.  A  King  James  Versum  BMe  verse  has  been  encodid  by 
letter  substttution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  through^ 
the  pusde.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  wt^’s 
puine:  Luke  13:33 

bf  ChariH  rWx.  1932-2004.  C  200S 


TAYLOR 

coot,  from  p.  1 

■  2005  -  summer  missionaiy 
number  3,000  served 

■  2011  -  summer  missionaiy 
number  4,000  served 

■  2013  -  summer  missionaiy 
number  4,430  served 

The  summer  missions 
emerience  has  been  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  helpii^  those  who  even¬ 
tually  serve  in  career  IMB  poa- 
tions  begin  to  sense  God's  oU  in 
:  their  life.  Throu^  BSU  summer 
'  missioos  and  ooier  BSU  spon- 
'  sored  short-term  missions  ome- 
lienoes,  students  better  under¬ 
stand  v^t  missions  is  all  about 
and  that  they  are  able  to  serve, 
meet  needs,  and  be  used  Iw  God 
to  spread  his  message  of  love 
and  redemption  in  Christ 

Mike  Lopez,  IMB  director  of 
stw^t  mmlization  says  that 
approximatd  80%  of  career 


IMB  missiona/ies  had  their  first 
significant  missions  experience 


as  a  student,  underiinii^  the 
key  role  BSU  Summer  Missions 
plays  in  the  development  of  our 
rut^  missionaries. 

Because  the  Gospel  is  so  im- 
portwt  the  goal  of  each  Missis¬ 
sippi  BSU  progr^  is  to  mobilize 
their  studnits  in  ministry  and 
missions.  As  each  BSU  se^  to 
reach,  disciple,  and  motkhze  in¬ 
volved  studmts,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  help  students  be  obedient  to 
the  Great  Commission. 

Whether  challenging  a  stu¬ 
dent  to  n  across  campus  to  lead 
a  dorm  Bible  stu^  or  go  around 
tiiewortcl  the  goal  is  the  same  — 
to  share  Jesus. 

The  value  of  Missiasippi  BSU 
missions  programs  cannot  he  eas¬ 
ily  meamred,  for  its  contributions 
to  the  growth  of  God’s  Kingdom 
have  been  exponential  through 
more  than  six  decades  of  ^udents 
goiiK  and  serving 

The  lives  toudied  and  changed 
by  students  loving  others  and 
snaring  the  Good  News  are  more 
than  we  know,  but  the  Kingdom 


is  l^er  and  greater  because  of 
their  service. 

All  of  this  is  not  possible 
without  the  support,  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  stable  finances  pro¬ 
vided  by  Mississippi  Baptists 
and  Mississippi  Baptist  church¬ 
es  giving  through  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Prc^^m.  Mississippi  BSU 
programs  are  there  b^use  of 
Coc^rative  Program  gifts  in¬ 
vesting  in  missions  on  the  col¬ 
lege  campuses  of  Mississippi, 
where  this  financial  support 
aOows  BSU  Areclnn  to  engage 
both  students  from  Mississippi 
Baptist  churdies  and  sCudafKs 
who  don't  know  Christ,  calling 
both  to  come  and  follow  Him. 

McCracken  is  MBCB  director 
of coUegiate  ministry.  The  MBCB 
Codegtate  Ministry  Department 
can  lx  contacted  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson.  MS  39205-0530.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (tot)  392-3299  or  toll 
free  outside  Jackson  (Boo)  748- 
i6st,  ext.  299.  E-mail:  cminfo^ 
moch.ory. 


- COLLEQE  S  initial  class  of  29  physician  as- 

nts  is  on  track  to  graduate  December  20,  and  many  will 
go  to  work  in  the  medically  underserved  Magnolia  State, 
at  the  Baptist  Hesithplex,  the  two-end  one-half  year 
ram  proved  rigorous  and  time  consuming,  but  the  gradu- 
students  say  they're  well  prepared  to  join  a  profmsion  in  big 
. .  land  nationwide.  Working  with  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Center  in  Jackson,  federal  clinics  and  other  medical 
liiiUes  in  the  region,  Mississippi  Collegeh  program  began 
ztxxi  in  May  2011.  For  more  information,  contact  Bob  Philpot 
601.925.7370  or  Philpot@mc.edu.  Shown  are  five  members 
the  first  graduating  class. 


KREBS 

cont.  from  p.2 

devices.  At  the  1999  Colum¬ 
bine  Hi^  School  shooting  in 
ColorsM,  gunmen  Erk  Harris 
and  Dylan  Klebold  set  a  num¬ 
ber  of  lEDs  throughout  the 
schoolgrounds. 

BCiarifii  your  identity. 
When  the  police  arrive,  put  your 
han^  up  and  drop  anything 
that  miut  be  in  your  hands. 
Remeinher,  they  aren’t  posi¬ 
tive  who  the  shooter  might  be. 

In  fact,  someone  else  seeing 
you  running  away  may  have 
mistaken  the  cellphone  in  your 
hand  as  a  weapon  and  provided 
your  descriptim  to  responding 
officers.  Th^  have  also  been 
instances  where  suspects  have 
changed  clothes. 

■  Follow  the  officers' di- 
rectkms.  Follow  the  direction 
of  responding  officers  exactly. 


You  may  even  be  handcuffM 
initially.  Do  not  argue!  Follow 
officers’  directions  on  which  way 
to  evacuate.  Do  not  attempt  to 
retrieve  personal  belongs  prior 
to  exiting! 

■  SoiW  a  IfA,  if  possible. 
The  reality  of  these  situations 
is  that  people  will  be  injured. 
Some  may  die.  However,  you 
may  be  able  to  save  a  life  with 
a  few  simple  interventions. 

If  someone  is  bleeding,  grab 
whatever  absorbent  mate¬ 
rial  is  nearby  —  towel,  shirt, 
even  a  sock  —  and  apply  direct 
pressure  to  the  wound.  Most 
bleeding  can  be  controlled  in 
this  manner. 

If  no  absorbent  material  is 
readily  available,  you  can  use 
the  h«l  of  your  hand.  Rarely 
are  there  rubber  gloves  available 
to  protect  against  the  spread 
of  disease;  any  plastic  material 
within  arm’s  reach  will  do. 

Should  you  hear  gurgling 


noises  from  their  airway,  they 
may  be  choking  on  blood.  Roll 
them  to  their  side  to  let  the 
blood  drain.  Finally,  cover  them 
with  a  blanket  or  coat  to  prevent 
shock.  These  efforts  may  just  be 
enough  to  save  a  life. 

It  would  be  nice  to  think  that 
we  would  never  see  another 
mass  shooting.  Yet,  the  reality  is 
that  it  will  happen  again.  Some¬ 
times  the  simplest  of  mea.sures 
can  have  the  biggest  impact  on 
life  and  death  in  tragic  situa¬ 
tions.  Be  prepared  and  stay  safe. 

Krebs,  of  Cockeysville,  Md., 
is  a  paramedic  and  40-year 
veteran  of  the  fire  and  rescue 
service.  His  newest  hook.  Medic 
Up:  Where  Criminals.  SWAT 
Teams  &  Medicine  Intersect, 
is  based  on  his  experiences  in 
the  field.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  visit  http://www.linkedin. 
com/pub/dennis-r-krehs/a/ 
aaa/bBB. 


NOBTS  sets  undergrad  classes 
at  Jackson  Extension  Center 


TERRY,  Ms  ISptM)  -  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS) 
again  will  be  offering  under- 
gnuluate  classes  for  Spring 
2014  through  the  Leavell  Col¬ 
lege  at  the  Jackson  Extension 
C^er  at  Broadmoor  Churdi  in 
Madison.  The  following  clanes 
win  meet  on  Mondays,  starting 
on  January  27; 

■  Personal  Spiritual  Disci¬ 
plines  (one  hour  credit),  9-10 
a.111.  Instructor  John  Paw,  pas¬ 
tor,  First  Church,  Terry. 

■  Hermeneutics  -  Biblical 
Interpretation  (three  hours 
credit),  to  a.m.-i  p.m.  Instruc¬ 
tor  John  Pace. 

■  Worship  Perspectives 
(three  hours  cr^t),  1-4  p.m.  In¬ 
structor:  Scott  Ihomas,  pastor. 
First  Church,  Brandon. 


■  Southern  Baptist  Life  (three 
hours  credit),  4-7  p.m. —  Matt 
Buckles,  pastor,  n'st  CJiurch, 
Vicksbi^  and  president  of  ^ 
Mississippi  Bapw  Conventxm. 

Through  this  extension  pro¬ 
gram,  NOBTS  offers  accredited, 
affordable  theological  training 
locally,  allowing  students  access 
to  hi^  quality  seminary  educa¬ 
tion  without  relocating.  Through 
die  Jadmon  Center,  students  can 
pursue  and  obtain  a-i  Associate 
m  Christian  Mini  try  Degree 
and/or  a  Bachelor’s  Deigrw. 

NOBTS  offers  classes  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  formats  that  allows  stu¬ 
dents  to  cater  their  sdiedule  to 
meet  their  needs.  Students  can 
combine  classes  at  the  exten¬ 
sion  center  with  online  classes, 
workshops,  conference-based 


courses,  and  hybrid  courses  to 
obtain  the  requirements  needed 
for  a  degree. 

To  view  the  cycle  of  classes  of¬ 
fered,  as  well  as  other  important 
information  about  the  extension 
center,  visit  www.iiobts.edu/Ex- 
tensions/LAMSCenters/Jack- 
soni.htiiiL 

For  more  information  or  to 
start  the  application  and  en- 
rollii^nt  process,  contact  John 
Pace,  Jadcson  Extension  Cen¬ 
ter  director,  at  (601)  559-9352 
(cell),  (601)  878-5735  (church), 
or  e-mail  thepacepadi@aol.com. 

Norris  Grubhs,  NOBTS  re¬ 
gional  dean  for  Louisiaiia  and 
Mississippi,  can  also  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  (800)  NOBTS-or, 
ext-  3301,  or  e-mail  lmextasst@ 
nbbts.edu. 
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Sunday  School  Les 


December  22, 2 


Celebrate  Jesus  at  Christmas  •  Luke  1:30-35,  38,  46-49;  2:4-7 


Meny  Qiristinas! 

Isn’t  this  traditional  greet^  between 
Amencain  Quistians  reassuring  and  en¬ 
couraging?  Tbe  Chrialinas  sto^  in  much 
more  than  a  warm  fmzy  legend  or  tradi¬ 
tion,  but  it  is  a  truly  enjoyimie  Amencan 
trachtion  to  tefl  the  story.  We  can  enjrw  re¬ 
minding  ourselves  and  our  brnibes  of  this 
woodeiml  biblical  story  with  accurate  his¬ 
torical  details  b^  sbaj^ring  the  Bible. 

Most  Americans,  especially  those  ad- 
vimced  in  years,  have  many  pirasant  mem¬ 
ories  of  community  programs,  church 
services,  and  even  school  programs  that 
began  with  the  memorable  words,  '?low 
the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  on  this  wise: 
When  as  his  mother  Maty  was  espoused 
to  Joseph,  before  thn  came  together,  was 
found  with  child  of  the  Holy  Ghost,’  Mat¬ 
thew  i;i8  (KJV). 

Dr.  Luke  in  his  historical  account  of 
the  Christmas  story  gives  difierent  de¬ 
tails  than  those  Matthw  included  in  his 
account  Luke  teOs  us  about  Mary’s  older 
relative,  Elizabeth,  becoining  pregnant  in 
her  advanced  years  to  give  birth  to  John 
the  Bapti^  'Ine  an^  Gahriel  appeared 
to  Zechariah  to  explam  to  him  that  he  and 
Elizabeth  were  going  to  have  a  son.  Ihen 
the  same  angel,  Gahriel,  appeared  to  the 
young  teenager  Mary  with  an  even  more 
important  story  ‘Ganiel  greeted  her 

Gcxxl  momma! 

You’re  beauti^  with  God’s  beauty. 


Beauty  inside  and  out! 

Godhewithyoit 

She  was  thoroughly  shaken,  wondering 
what  was  behind  a  greeting  like  that’ Luke 
1:28  (The  Message). 

Gabriel  ciuicldy  tried  to  aettie  Mary’s 
fears.  He  saio, ’Do  not  be  afraid,  Mary,  tor 
you  have  found  fmor  with  God,’ Luke  1:30 
(HCSB).  Gabriel  had  a  unique  role  in  an- 
nouncing 
the  bWi  of 
Jesus.  Five 

years  before 

Gabriel’s  La 

meetings 

with  Zecha- 

riah  and 

Mary,  dw  X 

angd  had  "  •  ^ 

appear^  to 

Dimiel  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  chapters  of 
the  Old  Testament  book  of  Daniel  to  proph¬ 
esy  Jesus  coming. 

But  Mary  was  mote  concerned  by  Ga¬ 
briel’s  mesnK  than  by  his  sudden  appear¬ 
ance.  GabtidTsmesaige  from  Grx)  to  Mary 
was,  *Yau  will  conceive  and  give  birth  to  a 
son,’  Luke  1:31  (HCSB)  ’Mary  aA  the  an¬ 
gel, ’How  can  this  be,  since  I  have  not  been 
Ultimate  with  a  man?"  Luke  1:34  (HCSB). 
The  Mess^  presents  Mary's  answer  in 
these  words,  "^But  how?  IVs  never  sk^ 
with  a  man.'  Clearly,  Luke  the  medkaliy 


wanted  his  readers  to 


resutt  of  sexual  relations  with  Joseph  or  any 
other  maiL 

Mary  was  v^  aware  that  an  unmarried 
woman  becoming  pregnant  was  dangerous 
and  it  would  be  embeuraasing.  Ihmwas 
the  real  possfldity  someone  would  try  to 
foOow  the  Old  Testament  adultery  laws  and 
stone  her. 
But  Mary 
answereef, 
*1  am  the 
Lord  s 


Explore  the 


B).  ‘Mm  it  be  done  accordiiw  to 
d’  sounos  a  lot  like  ‘Father,  if  You 


IIUIB  IIIB  OHL  slave,  . 
with  Don  Hicks 

to  me  ac- 
cording  to 
your  word,’ 
Luke  1: 

38  (HCSB).  ‘Mm  it  be  done  accordiiw  to 
your  word’ sounos  a  lot  like ‘Father,  if  You 
are  willing  take  this  cup  away  from  Me— 
never-the-less,  not  My  wiD  ,  but  Yours,  be 
done,’  Luke  22:42  (HCSB). 

In  this  praise  Mary  says:  “Idy  soul  pro- 
daims  the  greatnra  of  me  Lora,  ana  my 
spirit  has  rgoiced  in  God  iny  Savior.  Sure¬ 
ly,  from  now  on  all  generations  wQl  call  me 
blessed,  because  the  Mikity  One  has  done 
great  things  for  me,  and  His  name  is  holy,’ 
Luke  1146-49  (HCSB) 

Then  the  time  came  for  Mary  to  deliv¬ 


er  her  baby  so  foe  went  to  the  little  town 
of  Bethlehem  as  Micah  had  prophesied, 
‘Bethlehem  Ephrathah,  you  are  small 
among  the  daris  of  Judah;  One  will  come 
from  you  to  be  ruler  over  ifoael  for  M&  His 
origin  is  from  antiquity,  from  eternity”  Mi¬ 
cah  K2  (HCSB).  This  spedficaDy  fulfilled 
anomer  of  the  Messiah  prophesies.  Wedo 
know  when  this  happened  -  when  Caesar 
Augustus  decreed  a  census  to  he  sure  Rome 
was  getting  an  of  its  taxes.  This  is  also  when 
Cyrniius  was  governor  of  SyriL  Scholars 
probably  missed  the  date  arid  it  was  not  o 
AD  and  prohfoly  not  December  25.  De¬ 
cember  25,  o  AD  is  not  a  biblical  foct  and 
therefore  not  dependable.  But  God’s  Son 
being  bora  in  Bethlehem  during  the  reign 
of  Caesar  Aiwustus,  while  Cyroiius  was 
governor  of  ^ria,  are  facts  directly  from 
me  Bible. 

And  while  Joseph  and  Mary  were  in  the 
stable  Jesus  was  horn  and  Mary  “wrapp^ 
him  in  swaddling  clothes,  and  laid  him  in 
a  maimer;  because  there  was  no  room  far 
diem  m  the  inn,’  Luke  2:7  (KJV).  These 
biblical  facts  are  historicalty  accurate  as  is 
truth  stated  Ity  the  angels: 'For  unto  you  is 
born  this  day  in  the  aty  of  David  a  Savior, 
which  is  Christ  the  Loro,’ Luke  2:11  (iUV). 

HicksisaconsuhantmtheDiscipleship 
and  FamSy  Ministry  Departmerd,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  artd  a 
member  c/^ramlon  Church,  Brandon. 


Courage  •  Matthew  1:18-25;  2:19-23 

Nevr  m  Ms  tUk  had  Joseph  imagined  he  Jesus  because  He  would  save  Hi 
would  fuid  himself  in  this  predicament  In  from  their  sins.  He  assured  Jos 
his  mind  he  always  consiaered  his  future  all  that  was  happenhig  was  prophe 


intertwined  with  Mary’s,  and  now  Mary, 
who  was  his  betrotheil  was  going  to  haw 
a  baby,  and  the  baby  was  not  his.  Joseph 
was  oeeply  tioublea  by  Mary's  mysterious 
pregnancy.  What  would  people  say?  What 
shouldhedo?  His  heart  was  stiH  tender  to¬ 
ward  Mary  and  he  didn't  want  her  pubB^ 
punished  or  humiliated.  She  had  always 
been  a  virtuous  young  woman  and  he  had 
looked  forward  to  the  day  when  they  would 
start  their  family  together. 

In  those  days,  a  coiqile  who  were  of- 
fidalh  betrothed  or  engaged  were  consid¬ 
ered  nusband  and  wife  amiough  the  mar¬ 
riage  was  not  consummated  until  ato  the 
period  of  betrothal,  which  was  usually  one 

C.  In  orderto  break  the  rdationahip,  one 
to  obtain  a  drvorce.  Joseph  decided 
that  he  would  do  that  and  put  Vfary  away 
quiefo. 

While  Joseph  pondered  these  trouhle- 
some  thought^  an  angri  of  the  Lord  ap¬ 
peared  unto  him  in  a  dream  with  a  mes¬ 
sage  from  God.  The  angel  spoke  to  him  to 
fear  not  to  tadee  Mary  as  ha  wife  because 
the  child  conceived  within  her  was  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  that  diQd  would  be  called 


Jesus  because  He  would  save  His  people 
from  their  sins.  He  assured  Joseph  tm 
an  that  was  happening  was  prophecy  being 
fulfilled  that  a  viim  wou  id  conceive  and 
bring  forth  a  son  would  be  caM  Em- 
marniel,  God  with  us.  What  a  difieroice  it 
makes  when  God  sends  His  Word  into  the 
situations  of  our  lives  and  allows  us  insight 
into  His  wotim^ 

Joseph  awoke  and  did  exactly  as  the 
angel  of  die 
Lord  had 

bid  him  to  ■ 

do.  He  took 

BJHPilies  for  Life 

foSLtr’ ^  /*"•«?'  Foster 

ticais  with 
her  until  af- 
ter  the  birdi 
of  Jesus.  Jo¬ 
seph  could  have  chosen  to  harden  his  heart 
and  foiore  the  message  from  God.  but  in¬ 
stead  ne  stepped  fotwm  and  fulfilled  the 
role  that  God  had  planned  aD  along  for  him, 
to  be  the  husbsnd  of  Mary,  and  the  earthly 
father  to  Jesus. 

JcMeph  continued  to  be  a  man  of  obedi¬ 
ence  and  oourag^  sensitive  to  the  voice  of 


the  Lord.  After  the  visit  of  the  iviae 
he  was  warned  by  an  angel  of  the  Lord  in  a 
dream  to  take  the  young  raild  and  his  moth¬ 
er  into  Egypt  bemuse  Herod  was  seddng 
the  child  to  destroy  hira  While  they  were 
in  ^ypt,  Herod  died.  God  sent  an  angelic 
messengeronoeagaininadreamtotraJo- 
s^  to  arise  and  take  the  young  chOd  and 
Ms  mother,  and  return  to'lsra^  for  dmae 
who  soufdit  the  young  child’s  life  were  dead. 

Joseph  re¬ 
sponded 
faithfully 
and  cou¬ 
rageously 
andhe^ 
for  Israel 
with  Ms 
young  fiun- 
d  ^ 

■  When 
Joseph 

entered  Israel  and  heard  that  the  evil  and 
violent  son  of  Herod,  Ardielaus,  ruled  in 
Judaea,  he  was  afraid  to  go  there.  Some 
scholars  think  that  perhaps  Joseph  had  de¬ 
cided  that  Jerusalem  was  the  appropri^ 
place  for  the  young  Messiah  tote  lahed, 
but  being  warned  of  God  in  a  dream,  be 
turned  aside  into  GalBee,  into  the  <%  of 


Nazareth,  a  city  despised  te  many. 

Tte  life  Application  Bible  Comrneiitary 
states  about  Joseph:  ‘The  strength  of  what 
we  believe  is  meaaired  by  how  much  we  are 
willing  to  sufter  for  thoM  beliefr.  Joseph 
was  a  man  with  strong  bebefo.  Hewaspre- 
pared  to  do  what  was  ri^  despite  the  pain 
ne  knew  H  would  cause.  ButJos^iiad 
another  trait— he  not  only  tried  to  do  what 
was  ri^  he  tried  to  do  it  the  right  way.’ 

Joseph  learned  that  despite  fear,  great 
dariger,  obstacles  and  embatrassment,  the 
right  way  is  always  God’s  way.  It  takes  cour¬ 
age  to  follow  God  as  He  directs  our  paths, 
especially  in  the  hard  places  of  our  lives. 
Consider  what  Joseph  would  have  missed 
had  be  not  yidded  to  God’s  wOL  Cootider 
how  Ms  heart  must  have  overflowed  that 
night  in  Bethlehem  when  die  Quist  Child 
was  bora!  That  was  an  immeasurable 
bleseing  fisr  him  to  be  there  with  Ms  beloved 
Mary  as  the  Savior  of  die  world  was  bom. 
Obedience  to  God  always  brings  bkasiiigs. 
The  wav  mity  be  difficuk  as  we  follow  where 
God  is  leading  us,  but  He  alone  knows  the 
plans  that  He  has  for  us  and  the  joys  that 
await  us  if  we  wfll  but  follow  Him. 

Foster  is  a  member  of  Murphy  Creek 
Church,  LouisviOe. 


YEC 

cont.  horn  p.  1 

2012  YEC  More  information  on 
Phillips  can  be  viewed  at  betha- 
nybarTphillips.com. , 

The  top  three  speakers  from 
the  2013  Mississippi  Baptist 


Speakers  Tournament  held  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  will  also  address 
participants.  They  include: 

■  Rachel  Reeves,  member  of 
MonticeDo  Church,  Monticrilo. 

■  Tony  Daniel,  member  of 
Union  Church,  Brandon,  f 

■  Brent  Brdand,  menkr  of 
Central  Church,  Po|jarvil]A 


Regiatration  at  the  djor  be¬ 
gins  at  1:30  p.m.  on  Dec.  30 
at  A.E.  Wood  Coliseum  on  the 
Mississippi  College  campus  in 
Clintoru  Cost  is  $15  per  person 
at  the  door. 

There  win  an  aduh  volunteer 
meeting  at  2  p.m.  on  Dec.  30  in 
the  Field  House  next  to  the  Coli¬ 


seum.  The  first  sesskm  wQl  begin 
ori  Dec.  30  at  2:30p.m.  and  &- 
mias  at  4:30  pjn.  for  supper  on 
your  own.  Session  TVm  win  be^ 
Dec.  30  at  7  pjn.  and  disniias  at  9 
p.m.  Session  Three  wiD  begin  on 
Dec.  31  at  9  a.m.  and  dismiss  at 
12:30  pjn. 

For  more  information,  in¬ 


cluding  the  session  agendas  and 
area  restaurants  and  accommo¬ 
dations,  visit  http://mbcb.org/ 
events_detapsjapx?ID«28i5. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Evangelism  Challenge 
is  supported  each  year  by  gifts 
to  the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Program. 
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Stay  Open  and  Obedient  •  JoA7n  15:1-17 


*I  am  the  vine,  )re  are  the  branches. 
He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him, 
tte  same  brinc^  forth  much  fruit,’ 
John  15:5  (KJV^  is  «  great  promise  for 
one  who  loves  Jesus  and  whose  heart’s 
desire  is  to  share  the  Gospel.  Success 
feels  better  and  is  much  better  in  every 
way  than  failure.  Well,  this  statement 
about  success  is  really  only  true  if  the 
goal  has  real  lasting  value.  Serving  Je¬ 
sus  Iw  sharing  the  Good  News  of  life 
thru  Christ  has  real  lasting  value  for  all 
of  eternity. 

Jestis  IS  here  making  a  great  prom¬ 
ise  but  the  disciples  are  having  trouble 
understandir^;  uiese  great  truths  that 
Jesus  is  shariim  with  them  on  the  eve 
of  his  death.  Iney  desperately  needed 
tb^  unat  promises  but  were  having 
a  very  nard  time  understand  what  Je¬ 
sus  was  telling  them.  Christians  today 
find  ourselves  in  the  same  shoes  as  the 
eleven  disciples.  We  know  that  God 
Imew  we  would  have  these  troubles 
and  needs,  because  the  Holy  Spirit 
preserved  this  teaching  in  the  Goepel 
of  John. 

Our  need  to  study  this  passage  is 
peat  and  Christ  gives  us  some  keys  to 
help  us  understand  it. 

1.  *I  (Jesus)  am  the  true  vine, 

2.  “and  nw  Father  is  the  gardener,’ 
John  15:1  (NIV). 

3.  *I  am  the  vine;  you  are  the  braches. 


4.  “If  a  man  remains  in  me  and  I  in 
him,  he  will  bear  much  fruit; 

5.  ’apart  from  me  you  can  do  noth¬ 
ing,’  John  15:5  (NIV). 

6.  “You  are  alreaity  clean  because  of 
the  word  I  have  spoken  to  you,’  John 
15:3  (NIV). 

Now,  with  these  keys  reread  the 
analop'  of  the  Vine  in  John  15:1-8  and 
see  it  you 
find  even 
deeper 
t  r  u  t  n  s  . 

Branches  Ty. 

on  a  vine  LA| 

the  vine- 

yard  do  H  f 
not  make 
choices  as 

to  where  to  grow  or  how  to  grow.  Our 
relationship  with  Christ  is  possible  be¬ 
cause  of  Jesus  choosing  us  while  we 
were  yet  in  sin  and  rebellion.  But  this 
analc^,  as  all  analogies,  has  a  weak¬ 
ness  in  fully  explaining  God  giving  hu¬ 
man  beings  the  ability  to  respond  as  no 
branch  in  the  world  can. 

Look  at  the  beginning  of  verse  4, 
'Remain  in  Me’  clearly  implies  we 
have  God  given,  free  will,  to  choose 
to  remain.  That  brings  us  back  to 
the  promise  I  opened  with:  *I  am  the 


vine;  you  are  the  branches.  The  one 
who  remains  in  Me  and  I  in  him  pro¬ 
duces  much  fruit,’  John  15:5  (HCSB). 
Jesus  tells  us  that  our  Heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther  is  pleased  and  honored  when 
we  produce  much  fruit.  *My  Father 
is  glorified  by  this,  that  you  produce 
much  fruit  and  prove  to  ne  My  disci¬ 
ples,’  John  15:8  (HCSB).  In  the  verse 
before,  Je¬ 
sus  ex¬ 
plains:  “If 
.  ye  abide 

Explore  the  my^'wo*^ 

.  .  -  abide  in 

with  Don  Hicks 


\ 


did  not  say  we  earn  God's  love  of  that 
He  had  earned  God’s  love.  Without  liv¬ 
ing  in  ri^t  relationship  with  Christ,  we 
cannot  folly  appreciate  His  love  or,  for 
that  matter,  even  dependably  recog¬ 
nize  Godly  Love  when  we  see  it.  Out¬ 
side  of  God’s  will  which  we  know  by  re¬ 
maining  in  His  Word  (the  66  books  of 
the  Chinan  Bible)  we  do  not  have  the 
ability  to  know  right  from  wrong  and 
even  recognize  the  strongest  indica¬ 
tions  of  Gm’s  love  and  blessings. 

Now,  Jesus  tells  the  eleven,  and  us 
too,  why  He  is  saying  all  these  things. 
“These  things  have  I  spoken  onto  you, 
that  my  joy  mi^t  remain  inyou,  and 
that  your  joy  might  be  full.  Tnia  is  my 


it  shall  be 

done  unto  you,’  John  15:7  (KLV). 

Jesus  moves  away  from  the  analogy 
with  the  vine  to  explain  more  about 
His  and  the  Father’s  motive  in  giving 
us  what  we  ask  for.  ’As  the  Father  has 
loved  Me,  I  have  also  loved  you.  Re¬ 
main  in  My  love,’  John  15:9  (HCSB). 
Then,  Jesus  explains  to  his  disciples 
how  to  remain  or  abide  in  His  love.  ’If 
you  keep  My  commands  you  will  re¬ 
main  in  My  love,  just  as  I  have  kept  My 
Father’s  commands  and  remain  in  His 
love,’  John  15:10  (HCSB).  Note.  Jesus 


commandment,  Tnat  ye  love  one  an¬ 
other,  as  I  have  loved  you,’  John  15:11- 
12  (KJV).  Those  in  that  room  that 
night  were  going  to  have  an  immediate 
great  need  for  love  from  each  other  and 
mm  Christ.  Jesus  wants  the  disciples 
to  understand  or  at  least  have  the  seed 
of  truth  to  begin  to  understand. 

“No  one  has  greater  love  than  this, 
that  someone  would  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  friends,’  John  15:13  (HCSB). 

Hicks  is  a  consultant  in  the  Disci- 
pleship  and  Family  Ministry  Depart¬ 
ment,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  a  member  of  Brandon 
Church,  Brandon. 


An  Identity  You  Must  Embrace  •  Romans  6:8-18 


When  a  witness  of  a  crime  enters  ^ 
witness  protection  program,  they  receive 
a  new  identity.  Maiw  of  them  rooctyntly 
embrace  this  new  identity  because  it  re¬ 
quires  putting  eff  die  ok)  one  and  assum¬ 
ing  a  new,  unfomiliar  one.  Their  wdl-be- 


fcOow  die  ground  rules  of  their  new  iden¬ 
tity,  they  may  end  up  in  danger. 

Paul  wanted  the  diurch  at  Rome  to 
understand  t^  they  had  a  new  identity 
in  ChrisL  He  wrote  m  Romans  6:6-7:  We 
know  that  our  ok)  sinful  selves  were  cnid- 
fied  with  Christ  so  that  sin  might  lose  its 

power  in  our  lives.  We  are  no  loogr  slaves 

to  sin.  For  when  we  died  with  Oirist  we 
were  set  ^  fixim  die  power  of  sin.  (Wn 
We  are  called  to  redcon  oursdves  dead 
unto  sin,  but  ahve  unto  God  through  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord.  Theword.tedujii.ismA 

used  as  we  Southerners  sometimes  use  it 

to  imply,  "T  guess  sa’  It  means  to  put  to 
one’s  account,  to  believe  diat  what  God 
says  about  us  as  believers  is  true.  Som^ 
dines  we  don't  feel  like  a  new  creature  in 

Christ  Jesus  nor  do  we  feel  like  we’re  dead 

to  sin  and  ahve  unto  righteousness.  But, 
tince  vdien  have  our  unreliable  feelings 
been  an  imhostor  of  the  truth?  Never! 


Kul^  die  Romans  not  to  let  sin  nam 

lO  their  mortal  bodies  to  obey  its  lusts.W-  ^  ^  gre  (^th  his  ^ 

erstne  says  that  the  literal  translation  of  later 
this  is,  “^not  constantly  aBow  sin  to  reign 
in  your  mortal  body  so  that  you  are  0^  ^ 

standv  obevirut  its  lusts.’ T^  person  wto  ed  to  Hun.put  at  His  dispo^. 

is  not  a  bSever  cannot  stop  sinning  and  Thank  we  are  a^  to  yield  ^ 

live  righteously,  but  we  ibdieveis  can,  members  to  God  m  nghteom^  b^ 

because  _  ^ 

power  ■  derful 

totecs^  BiUl  Studies  for  Life  f^edom 

i  JSiert 

mciikbm  o(  lAT  i  HJT  M  .  resist  the 

our  bodies  ■■  !  ^  tempta- 

as  instru-  —  (ion  (Jf  jin. 

merits  to  We  are  no 

kMi  von  foneer  than  you  sin  is  not  compatible  with  one  whose  Ufe 

you  tiuin  m  is  changed  by  grace.  The  enemy  of  our^ 

to  When  we^d^  our  members  soul  may  draw  us  offeide  airf  aus^  to 

stumble  and  feU,  but  we  as  bought 

,^hen  *“  (Sdfo  righteous-  believers  should  never  stoy  down  in  sm. 


BiUi  Studies  for  Life 

with  Patsy  Foster 


Thank  God,  we  are  able  to  yield  our 
members  to  God  in  righteousness  be¬ 
cause  of 
_  the  won- 

H 

pace  of 
M  G^  that 

tWe  ap^7  fiT.do: 

r  t  and  the 

H-W  i  power  to 

#  .A  resist  the 

tempta¬ 
tion  of  sin. 
We  are  no 

longer  under  sin’s  deMiicable  dominion. 


but  aboukl  sfiss  amd  rmtum  to  our  gra- 
dous  and  roerciA'I  Heavenly  Father  who 
loviittiy  awaits  our  return. 

Whomever  we  choose  to  cbey,  his  ser¬ 
vant  we  are.  If  we  obey  the  lusts  of  our 
flesh  and  choose  a  lifest^  of  sin,  it  is  our 
master,  and  it  leads  to  death.  The  church 

at  Rome  chose  to  obey  God  unto  righteous¬ 
ness  and  to  obey  the  form  of  doctrine  that 
was  delivered  to  them.  Paul  rejoiced  to  see 

them  embrace  their  new  identity  and  learn 
to  serve  the  Lord  in  righteousness  and  true 
holiness.  Years  later  from  a  prison  cell  in 
Rome,  Paul  wrote  a  similar  message  to  ^ 
Ephesians,  one  much  needed  in  America 
today:  'nirow  off  your  old  sinfol  nature 
imd  your  former  way  of  life,  which  is  cor¬ 
rupt^  by  lust  and  deception.  Instead  let 
the  Spirit  renew  your  thoughts  and  at¬ 
titude.  Put  on  your  new  nature  created 
to  be  like  God— truly  righteous  and  holy. 
(Ephesians  4:22-24  NLT)  One  can  only 
imagine  what  the  Church  would  become  if 
we  as  believers  wholeheartedly  embraced 
our  new  identity  and  yielded  all  our  mem¬ 
bers  in  service  to  God. 

Foster  is  a  member  of  Murphy  Creek 
Church,  Louisville. 


CLEANUP 

cont.  from  p.  1 

from  Webster  Association  in 
Eupota  and  Gulf  Coast  Assoda- 
tkm  in  Gulfport.’  Didlake  said. 
‘The  (Mahoma  volunteers  are 
from  Calhoun  Association  in 


CaDioun  City,  Yalobuslu  Assod- 
ation  in  Colfceville,  and  Colonial 
HiHs  Church  in  Southaven. 

The  volunteers  are  tadd^ 
chifoisaw  work  and  prepariM 
heavy  debris  for  removal  to  pick 
up  points.  The  DsDas  yolunteers 
have  encountered  about  200 
jobs,  or  requests  for  assistance. 


while  the  Oklahoma  volunteers 
will  probably  be  involved  in 
*2oo-p)us’ jixis,  Didlake  said. 

"The  task  force’s  boom 
truck  is  also  in  Texas,  because 
there  are  so  many  hanging 
limbs  presenting  a  hazard  to 
anyone  trying  to  work  under¬ 
neath,’  he  added. 


All  Mississippi  Baptist  vol¬ 
unteers  are  expected  to  return 
home  by  the  end  of  this  week, 
Didlake  said. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Di¬ 
saster  Relief  Task  Force  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  gifts  to  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Cooperative  Program,  ^ 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 


Offering,  and  disaster  relief  do¬ 
nations.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  MBCB  Men's  Min¬ 
istry  Department  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205‘0530- 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3334  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  334  E-mail: 

cwright^Bmbcb.org. 
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VVOItLO  TRAVELER  —  Flat  Lottia,  a  four-foot  thrae-indi  cutout  of  the  famed  Southern 
Baptiat  missionary,  stops  by  India's  Taj  Mahal  as  part  of  her  missions  travels  with  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  writers,  photographers,  and  videographers.  (IMB  photo) 

/ 

'Flat  Lottie'  tours  world  to 
promote  missions,  offering 


SOUTHEAST  ASU  (BP)  -  Eva- 
hard  of  Flat  Stanley? 

With  Flat  Stanley,  adiool- 
diildren  exchange  paper  cut¬ 
outs  or  digital  images  of  Stan¬ 
ley  as  a  vnpr  of  inlaracling  with 
students  in  other  locatiocis, 
even  other  oountiies.  Likewise, 
Flat  Lottie,  akin  to  missioiiary 
pioneer  Lottie  Moon  lOO-plus 
years  ago  in  China,  is  intent  on 
stirrinx  Southern  Baptists  to 
the  fiiOest  of  missioos  support 
through  their  prayers,  finances, 
and  involvenient 

Flat  Lottie,  as  a  4-foot/3-Bich 
poster  —  the  same  neight  as  the 
real-life  Lottie  Moon  —  has  ac- 
ootnpanied  International  Mis- 
sfen  Board  (MB)  writers,  nbo- 
togriphers,  and  videograpnets 
aeroas  Asia  as  tbey\e  rniotted 
on  the  work  of  Soitthem  Baptiat 
missinnaties  in  2013  and  2012. 

Flat  Lottie  also  has  been 
tiinaporfed  to  various  miaaioas 
iMfi^aa'ararirahae  Viacom- 

Kr  gngildcs  md  as  a  hand- 
paperoatouL 

LTo  aae  Iw  lottie’s  travels 
aoi|  via  an  feterartive  m^t, 
disk  nltp://www.mmniisaon- 
Nfeiesxoin/asia/.  Each  ^  in 
the  map  connects  to  a  bria  story 
aksot  the  miaaonaty  or  mia- 
itona  outreach  there. 

•"Wondering  what  your  mis- 
ala^  linBan  nave  done  this 
yeail^  one  of  the  MB/Ana 
writers  noted  in  desrifelng  the 
purpose  of  Flet  Lottie's  tiavele 
to  odeamunkate  to  Southern 
Deptiats.  "Flat  Lottie  Moon  set 
out  across  Asia  to  find  out  how 
every  dolar  given  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  OhrUbnas  Oflering  makes 
a  difieaRHe.  She  visited  your 
representatives  vrho  were  nard 
at  vmrk  sharing  the  Gospel  anl 
heipm  oorrununities.’ 

Flat  Lottie  also  has  been  seen 


in  a  video  featuring  two  young 
missions  entbusissts  who  tdi 
about  the  femed  missionaty’s 
labors  in  Chitui  preceding  her 
demh  in  1912  (http://vm>eo. 

as  the  Lottie  Moon  Chriatmas 
Offering  for  International  Mis- 
sfons,  is  a  key  channel  of  support 
for  neaiiy  5,000  MB  misnonar- 
ies  wofidwide.  U  is  an  armual 
emphasis  across  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  each  De¬ 
cember,  working  in  tandem  with 
nfts  chunhes  through 

tire  Cooperative  Program  year^ 
round  tor  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
verkion  misrinns 

"Our  multimedia  teams  see 
yttur  miMfon  offering  dollais  at 
wotk  in  ev^  stoey  we  do,"  IMB 
personnel  in  Asia  wrote  on  tiieir 
AaiaStories  webote  fawtyear  in 
dewrihing  their  initial  Fwt  Lot¬ 
tie  ptcfecL 

"Ift  a  humbiinsexpesfenoe  to 
lee  how  mudl  and  large  gifts  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  Chriatmas  Of¬ 
fering  combirw  to  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  teach  a  tost  world.  TUa 
year  (2012],  the  AtiaStotieB  staff 
want^  to  make  a  better  viaual 


ter  when  we  asked  peo^  to 
pose  with  our  Flat  Lottie.  But  to 
our  surprise,  this  poster  (sitting 
in  a  dugout  canoe,  acube  diving 
or  digging  a  wdl)  provided  an 


wy  missifinsiy  and  the  messsiee 
she  carried  so  many  yean  ago. 

Resources  poetM  in  tan¬ 
dem  with  the  mt  Lottie  initia¬ 
tive  irrclnde; 

■  a  Facebook  page 
nittps://www.facebook.com/ 


■  a  multi-ditnenBional  Pin- 
terest  page  (lntp://www.p^ 
tereat.com/asiastones/1ottie- 
rnoon/). 

■  10  things  tiiat  happen  be¬ 
cause  of  gifts  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christtruu  Offermg  (http:// 
www.oomniiasionstories.com/ 
asia/stories/view/io-things- 
that-happen-because-you- 
give-to-lottie-moon-christ- 
itutt-offering}. 

■  7  ideas  for  boosting  a 
church’s  Lottie  Moon  Of¬ 
fering  (ltttp://vinvwxom- 
missionstories.com/asia/ 
stories/view/T-ideaB-fordwost- 
ing-your-chnrchs-lottie-ttKion- 


and  your  miaBion  dollats._  and 
while  we  were  at  ft.  we  had  a 
httfefhn." 

Each  media  team,  while  trav¬ 
eling  to  awlwv  rrdMlons  storfea, 
"took  a  He  tisedposfor  of  Lottie 
Moon,  the  woman  our  miasinns 
offetitn  h  named  after,  with  the 
goal  ofmowing  'Lottie  ^  Work' 
m  plaoes  tmd  doing  truniatrlea 
you  d  never  amecL 

"You  ahottu  have  seen  the 
entjf  looks  thrown  our  way 
when  we  pulled  out  a  4-foal 
3-inch  poaler  of  a  miaafonary 
from  the  each  1900s.  Of  oourse 
we  got  a  lot  of  smiles  and  lau^ 


Other  suggraBnna  iiKhide 
finding  stories  on  misonnsrifs 
to  at  LottieQWork  or  on 

Aho  me^wu£?£oa?bf- 
feting  idm  galeiy  (http://www. 
imb.ora/main/lottie-moon/ 
ideagallerydetaito.amPSturyl 
Dal  iBfiyt  Languiuelba  1709) 
for  various  ways  other  dnircfaes 
have  raffied  to  support  South¬ 
ern  Brqftiats'  mhaamaties,  and 
a  webpage  with  examples  of 
bow  Soifthem  Baptists’  ^fts 
are  utiliawd  on  the  mission 
field  (fattp://wwwjmb.ai^ 
main/lottie-moon/lniooatwoilL 
aap?PagdfavID«ui). 


RONNIE  SMITH.  IWIFE  ANITA,  AND  SON  HOSEA 


Slain  Benghazi  teacher 
remembered  as  man 
on  a  mission  for  God 


AUSTW.  'feeias  (BP)  -  Ronnie 
Smftfa  and  his  femily  moved  to 
Bengbim  Libya,  18  montfas  ago 
aobeoadd  teM  chemistiy  at  the 
International  School  Bcnriia^ 
■wjuiing  God’s  call  to  be  a  in 
awar-vcaryland. 

On  Dec.  5  while  jogging.  Smith 
was  afaot  multiple  tunes  by  perpe¬ 
trators  yet  to  be  cimtured  or  daim 
responsSality  for  the  attack. 

Friends,  students,  and  Mlow 
teachers  in  Libya  and  the  U.S. 
were  stunned  by  tile  sudden  loss. 
Some  despaired  at  tiie  apparent 
meaninglessness  of  the  mur- 
der  while  others  voiced  hope  in 
God's  providence. 

Ahmed  @Ctiininiined  posted 
on  Twitter  foQow^  the  shoot¬ 
ing:  "He  left  his  wife,  his  son  and 
t! - , —  to  come  to  Libya  and 


dents  ‘in  a  state  of  depression 
but  Smitfa  was  "like  a  lighL' 
wrote  Dave  Barrett,  Austin 
Stone  Church  executive  pas¬ 
tor  of  operations,  in  an  email 
response  to  questions  from  the 
Southern  Baimst’l'KXAN,  news- 
journal  of  the  Soutiiem  Baptists 
of  Texas  Convention. 

Smith’s  death  focuses  attention 
oooe  again  on  a  r«ioa  tom  by  sec¬ 
tarian  violenoe.  Four  Americans, 
inrhidirM  the  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Libya,  C&is  Stephens,  were  killed 
in  a  Septentiier  2012  terrorist  at¬ 
tack  on  the  U.8.  consulate  roughly 
six  kSometers  from  ISB. 

Smitii  reportedly  was  jogging 
near  the  oompound  when  his  as¬ 
sailants  shot  him  and  drove  away. 

On  1^.  8,  Smitii  had  writ¬ 
ten  on  Twitter  "Bed  time.  Oie 
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tion  and  we  rewarded  him  witii 
[si^bulleL" 

’fne  Austin  Stone  Community 
Church  in  Austin,  Texas,  where 
Smitii  was  a  stafe  before  go¬ 
ing  to  Libya,  in  a  prepared  state¬ 
ment  noted-  "Althou^  we  grieve 
because  we  have  lost  a  frioid,  a 
husband,  and  a  fstiier,  we  know 
beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that 
God  has  a  greater  purpo«  than 
we  can  imagme  right  now." 

The  cfaunh  hod  a  private  me¬ 
morial  service  for  Smith  on  Dec. 
9.  Smitfa  served  as  an  associate 
pastor  at  Austin  Stone  te  four 
years  prior  to  the  frunOys  niove 
toLfo^ 

Snutfa  was  alone  in  Benghazi, 


too-common  sounds  of  violence. 
Three  days  earher,  an  unex- 
plockd  bomb  was  removed  from 
die  Ben^iazi  Medical  Center  six 
m^  from  tile  school  On  Nov.  11, 
an  anti-tank  mine  was  defused  in 
a  popular  shopping  dhlrict 
Cfo  Nov.  2  when  the  Rotana 
Caff,  popular  with  women  and 
their  chudren,  was  blown  up. 
Smith  tweeted:  "Wanna  blow  up 
something  harmful?  How  about 
those  cafes  and  sheesha  [hookah] 
spots  where  men  spend  aD  ni^ 
neglecting  tiieir  kids  and  wive^ 


son  Hoaea  back  to  the  U5.  Nov. 

12  to  begin  the  Christmas  break. 
Smith  was  scheduled  to  leave  Dec. 

13  after  his  students  completed 
semester  exams. 

Princ^  Peter  Hodge,  de- 
safoing  Smitii  as  a  belovea  teaefa- 


safoing  Smitii  as  a  beloved  teach¬ 
er  and  friend  of  the  Intematiorial 
School  Benghazi  (ISBX  wrote  on 
tile  ISB  website  that  Smitii  "sup¬ 
ported  students  in  their  learning 
and  always  had  time  to  help  when 
sriwL  He  waa  a  profesaonal  who 
gave  his  time  freely  and  without 
question.  We  cannot  begin  to 
comprehend  why  due  has  ba^ 
nened  and  it  ia  extremely  difficult 
for  Us  students  and  Us  ooDeagnes 
toaooepL" 

Ub^’s  violenoe  left  the  stu- 


sudi  a  place?  Barrett  sent  The 
TEXAN  a  link  to  Smitfa’s  video 
response.  He  had  obviously  given 
the  question  pl^^  of  consaler- 
ation  before  leaving. 

"If  there  h  any  smgle  person  in 
the  entire  universe  tnst  ww  can 
take  a  chance  on,  it’s  God,"  Smitii 
said  in  tile  video. 

Yidffing  to  God’s  call  to  go  to 
unfemihar  and  potentially  dan¬ 
gerous  plaoes  goa  hand-in-hand 
with  a  oommitnient  to  follow 
Christ,  several  Austin  pastors  told 
the  ‘TEXAN.  Ihough  mey  did  not 
know  him,  they  said  Us  frith  was 
evkfent  in  Us  obedienoe  and  Us 
death  a  cause  for  refiection. 

"God  may  be  caBiiw  us  to  go 
some  plaM  —  not  pikes  wed 
pick  to  live,*  said  Rod  Minor, 
pastor  of  Anderson  Milb  Oiurch 
m  Austin. 


END 


